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sibility of sensation" is unintelligible. It must have been meant either for "a permanent possibility of producing sensations" or "a permanent possibility of experiencing sensations/' But matter is certainly no possibility of experiencing sensations. That matter is sentient is a groundless . fancy, not a positive fact, although in the course of the ages a few thinkers and dreamers have entertained the notion. And matter cannot be a possibility of producing sensations in the view of a consistent positivism which refuses to recognise causation, efficiency. A consistent positivism must be a purely idealistic positivism. Even the dim ghost of matter which Mr Mill would retain must be discarded.
And it will not suffice. Mind must likewise go. Mind cannot be identified with its phenomena. If we know only phenomena we know only a series of states of consciousness. We can, on that supposition, have no right to say, as Mr Mill does, that a mind is " a thread of consciousness." It can only be a general term for a succession of states of consciousness unconnected by any thread. We can have no right, if positivism be true, to use language like this: " As body is the mysterious something which excites the mind to feel, so mind is the mysterious something which feels and thinks." It is not the language of positivism to point us to mysterious somethings. On the contrary, as long